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Research Questions 

1. How can “All Saints, Day of the Dead” and “The Dialectic of Solitude”  by Octavio 
Paz help us understand the importance or the significance of death in Mexico?

2. According to these essays, how has the history of Mexico influenced the 
contemporary and past celebrations of death? According to Paz, is there a 
correlation between the Day of the Dead and the origin of the country?

3



Purpose of the Investigation:

To explore the importance of death in Mexico in two 
essays by Octavio Paz through a critical analysis of the 
author's arguments regarding the influence of the 
country's history on the celebration of the Day of the Dead.
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Methodology
● Essays examined:

○ “The Day of the Dead”
○ “The Dialectic of Solitude”

● Analysis of:
○ Religion
○ Celebrations
○ Mexican identity
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Historical Context

● Influence of indigenous cultures

● The Spaniards

● The Catholic religion
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Literature Review

● Day of the Dead: Prehispanic times

● Day of the Dead: Today

● Octavio Paz: Poet, author, and politician

● The Labyrinth of Solitude (1950) and Mexican 
identity
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Analysis: Death & the Day of the Dead 
“The Day of the Dead” 
● Perceptions of death: 

○ Prehispanic 
■ “Cosmic health; the world, and not the individual, lived thanks to the blood and death of 

man” (Paz 22).
○ Mexican

■ “He frequents it, teases it, caresses it, sleeps with it, and celebrates it, it is one of his 
favorite toys” (Paz 22).

● Evolution: All Saints’ Day -> the Day of the Dead 
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Analysis: Death & the Day of the Dead
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“The Dialectic of Solitude”

● Solitude and death 

○ “It is a punishment, but also a promise of the end of our exile” (Paz 82).

● Death in the form of a celebration 

○ “a descendant of the ancient creator deities, dies and resurrects” reflects the 

“fertility…salvation” (Paz 87)



Analysis: An Identity

“The Day of the Dead”

● Celebrations mask solitude 

○ “Do they forget about themselves, [or] do they show their real self?” (Paz 19). 

● Death: a charm and a mockery

○ “If they shall kill me tomorrow, why not kill me now?” (Pazz 22).
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Analysis: an Identity
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“The Dialectic of Solitude”

● Solitude: a universal identity 

● “The frequency which now finds this class of solitaries indicates the gravity of our wrongs (Paz 86).”



Analysis: Solitude
“The Day of the Dead” 

● Religion: Impersonal

○ “The modern masses are agglomerations of lonely people” (18).

● Celebration: A distraction

● Death and life: Lonely experiences

○ “The Mexican closes himself to the world: to life and death” (26).
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Analysis: Solitude
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“The Dialectic of Solitude” 

● Everyone feels lonely

○ “Solitude… is not an exclusive characteristic of the Mexican” (82).

● Solitude: The reason love is possible, a cycle 

● Celebrations and myths: Ways for one to escape the feeling

○ “By way of myths and celebrations…man breaks his solitude…” (89).



Conclusion

● Day of the Dead: Combination of religious and 
indigenous influences

● Death does have a major influence in the life of 
Mexicans
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